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e YEAR 1905

The story of the struggls of the Von Sitlep Helirsa,

. The Von Sitlsr heirs of this country and $350,000,000 now in
the hands of the German Governmsnt and sald to be due them as heirs
of Baron Matthias Von Sitler, who disd in 1775 ( 1745 ) is ons of
much intersst. An sffort was first made to aquirs the fabulous sum
in 1885 and has continusd almost unceasingly until the pressnt time
wﬂ:n heirs say their prospscts of becoming wealthyamare brighter now
thaa ever,

Now that the st e 1s belisved to be drawing to a closs,
the memberas of the Matthias Sister Boclety recently requasted a My,
Wm. J, Siter of Robinson, Illinois, a great, great grandson of
Matthias Sitler who has been most untiring in his efforts to get the
millions for the rightful heirs, to write the story of how and why
the treasurss have nsver fallen to the heirs, and also to writs an
a ccount of what has been done since 1885 to securs the monsy,

at the home of Mrs Ceorgs Hoffmen, 1100 North Stricksp Street. Mr.
Wm, Sitler alsc stated In his letter that he would soon go to Germany
to complets the investigation. Ths atory as told by Mr. Wm, Sitler

Saron Von Sitler wus the owmer of a larges Baronlal sstats
in Bavaria, Germazi, And was engaged also in the manufacturing of
sfhlka, With his already inharited woalth and that made from his
manufacturing 1t was satimated that his fortfines emounted to at least
$50,000,000 { £ifty miliion dollars ) for he was countsd to bs an
sxtremely wealth man, :

The old Baron was a staunch Catholic, but his twoe sons
( Herman and Difetrich ) and one daughter ( Elizabeth ) Sitler be-
cane followers of the great Martin Luthsr and entered the folds of
Protestantism. When the rumors of this came to the Von 8itler Castils
and family and it reachsd the ears of ths testy old Lord, he
immediately called his children to him and scorsd them roughly and
disowned them., The thres then decidesd to lea va the old country
aud to try thelsr fortune in a new world, Ths fathep furnished s
substantial sum and told them to meks the bast use possible of it
as 1t would be the last they would recelvs from him, and they sat
sall on September ths 2nd, 1736 for fmerica. Aftsr they left the
father dictated a most un-usual will, investing his wealth in
German Governmsnt Bonds and 99 year Bonds, when when realized the
noney was %o bs turned over to his children's children,

The voyage wae a8 tedlous es all oceen voyages In that dagu
and the only incident whiech is of interest was tha robbary of par
of the money was Dietrich carrisd, The 1ittle party landed in
Philadelphia with Districh locating in Berks County, Peuna.,, and
Matthias in York, Penn. Matthias purchased 250 acrss of land in ths
vicinlity of York and them building a house and barns began hls 1lifs
in this country as a farmer.

The Lutheran Church in York having a poor comgregadtion
as to funds, he built & echureh and gonated it to 1ts members, He

then purchased thers 8,500 acres of land whelh afterwards gﬁ sold
and lg 1700 (1) mowed tc the Lown of Baltimors, wasghﬁgﬂtlgﬁj
tims consizted of onlr a few houses. Hs bourht e plece of land



and soon transfered it into 2 beautiful Dutch Garden. This
was the pride of his 1ife. And he never sxpected to sell 1%,
put am English Admirer of the Uarden, howewsr dought re-
peatedly 3o Wy Ix and Matthias put what he thought was &
prohibitive price on it, the figure belng $60,000 cash in
English Gold, And 1t was paid without question as the records
of the Court House show under the date of July 29, 1779

Matthias then wrote hils son Benjemin Sitler who was @
Chief Commisary Officer to General George Washington, of the
gale of the Garden and he gtatsd that he was ready and willing
to assist the ceuse of Liberty. This the son divulged to
General Washington, who irmediately came to Baltimors, vnder
heavy escort. He dined with the wealthy German and laft the
same niﬁht with ninkty-thousand dollers ( $90,000 ) loaned
him by Matthias Sisler.

Eater when President, Mr., Washington repaid thes note
1n full piving Matthias 50,000 acres of lsnd located in the
Shenanddah Valley. Virginla, and the German also invested a
la rge amount o money which he put out in 99 ysar lea ses.
TEHB 1aa ses by Court records it is clalmed having now oxX=
P reﬁ, %hia grapartr 1is located on Howard, Lexington, Faysiilie
and Lombard Streets. Mr. Wm. Sitler says that he has made
ssveral visits to the eity of Baltimors in en effort %o
atraighten out thls tengle.

Records of the ramili wore handed down from generation
to generation untlil finally they cdme into the hands of a Mrs.
Mgry S. Sitler who pesided in Baltimors, She died in the
year of o884 at the age of 85 years,Prior to her death now-
aver Mrs A. H. Lyeth, her neles took the papers which were
then stored 1n = bapprell and burned the entirs content¥is.

Mps Sitler, objected tearfully, but Mrs Lygeth thought 1t was
only a whim of hers keeping the cumbersome boxes of old papsers
in the barrell and to get rid of them she burnad the valuable
pecords, Hpd thems papers been retained, it would have besn

a very easy matter it is claimed, for the helrs to have
established thelr claims with the German Governmeni; and to
prove in 1885 thay wers to be the rightful heirs to the
millions held by the Germans.

Tiping of the efforis of the others, Mrs Meary S.2itler
in 1884, this being Just ome year vefore she dled, sald that
she would do what the mele helrs hed always feared to do, and
go to Cermany herself. And she made preparation to viglt
Germany to sstablish the glaim for the heirs. lMrs Sitler wus
comfortably fixed with this worlds goods and mads sVery
preparation for the trip even to packing her trunks and pur-
chasing her tickets, when on the night before that shs was
planning for her departure. shs was taken 111 emd died ssveral
wesks later.

Then the following summer of 1885 the Gasrmen Government
sent an agent to thls country to locate the heirs. He ca me
to this country end stated that the 99 yssr beads were due
in the German Government, who was ready to pay the monay
amounting to the sum of &350uUGG,DDG to the proper persons
and happy te do it %o cleer thelr racords.



i '

The agent remained in Beltimore Town for five months, His
attempts to get the Sitler heirs to agres to a proper division
ware frultless. The rich it ssemed wished to lessen the portions
of' the poorer heirs, but to this settlement the agent would not
segres, stating that the division would be made according to
genealogy od it would not be made, at all. The authorized agent
on his searech for records proving the heirs, found in the old
graveyard at Paca and Lombard streets the grave of one Matthias
Sitler end his wife, " This is the man Iam after " 2 sald.

" Allow me to take these stones to Garmany and the authentleity
of your claims will be sstablished, But factors having a risesn
betwsen the heirs the suggestion was rafuwed, And the agent
returned to his Emperor. -

In 1880 { date dosan't sgres ) when ths old Dunkard Grave-
yard was sold and ths tombstones wers removed, ths tombstones
wers plaesd in coffins, which was buried in Gressmmount Cemstery.
The stonsa wers only inches below the surface of ths ground
in lot "Ensor's plot, This information Mr, Wm. Sitler, Roblunson,
Illinois, claims was gotten from ths kesper of the cemstery in
1893, Rumor has it that simce that time, ons stones has been
stolen.

A sscond agent from Germany later #faissddthis country
and ¢alled upon ths Secretary of the State, but was told to have
Thaeddsus Stephens, who was Congrsssmen from that part of Penn,
near York to inveastigate the merits of the claim, Stephens made
an investigation and offered to secure phe monay for g 2500 in
cash end 15% of the smount agcured as & legeq fes. This preposition
the Pennsylvania heirs /té*tut¥ those of old Baltimors falled to
ralga their part of the mémey for the cash in advance, So this
plan also faliled, About this time several Socletlsa were formed
for bringing the heirs together and winning the German Gold.
Mr, Wm,Sitler, who has worked harder than any ons of the others
of the heirs for success has travslsd all cover the country
writing down elsims and making every affort to bring ths heirs
tﬂgﬂ ther.

In 1903 The Soclety made more determined sfforts in the
matter of subseribed funds to send an agent from this countyy
to carery on an imvestigation In that country. And for this
tas¥y thes Reversnd J,V, George of Penna, was selected and dep-
parted June 2, 1903, He landed in Bsrlin, Germany, safely.

But was almost immediately taksn 111l and spent soms time in a
hospital thers. However, Mr. Wm. Sitler in his story, saya that
after Mr, George recovered he made a trip to Southern Germany
and visited members of the Sitler family at that place, He then
gallsd on the Consul and peturned to the U.S.A.

Tha heirs claimed that his effort made in the latsr part
of ths yser waes un-satisfactory, Since that time the daéiferent
Socisties have attained sttornmsys both in Germany and in this
Country as well, who give legal advias and claim that according
to the reports from Germany and this country, everything points
to & spesdy recovery of the § 350,000,000 due them from the
German Goverbment, if only the heirs could agrese., It is sald

thseras srs abvout 250 heirs in this country among w t ionsa
mist be dsvided, Of these thers ars sbout fifteen in tﬁfsméi Yo




The officers of the Matthias Sitler Socisty of $his City
of Baltimore ares

Henry Mattee 1301 Holmwood Ave, Pres,
Mr Raymond Lyeth 1502 West Baltimors V. Pres.
Mrs Katle Hoffman 1100 N, Stricker Street Seey.
Mrs Mary Richmond 2508 Madison Ave. Treas,

T recelved the following date from Mrs Raymond Wessendorf,
Spsed, Indiana in November, 1957 She has the original pgnciled
ecopy written in 1905. It belonged to her grandfather, J 4,
LeMastsr, who was a decendent of Matthias Sitler, through
Catherine Sitler, who marrisd Jesse LeMaster. Mrs Wessendorf wrote
me quots: " Now it was in 1905, late in the Fall of the year that
my Mother and my grandfathsr both told me many times, that a
Benjamin Sitler from Baltimore, Maryland came to Speed, Indiana
looking for heirs to ths Sitler fortune. Now this fortuns was
strictly " Baltimore " Becauss a Matthias Sitler had dised in
Baltimore and his sstate was never ssttled. Much the sa me as
the old German furtune in Bavaria, Germany. It too never reached
it's rightful heirs. That was left by the old Baron Matthlas Von
Sitler or Matthiass, Sr, My Crandfatier always sald that the
Baltimore Matthiss was the son of Herman who settled in York, Pe/
then in Baltimore, Becsuse the story of the struggle if you notice
never dces even mention Hermans name after they landed ( it says
Districh in Berks County, Pennsylvanis ) ( Matthias in in York,
Pennsylvania. Question arises who did this Beltimore Matthiss then
helong too.? It is said that onlytwo sons and one daughter laft
the o0ld country ( Elizabeth ) my Grandfather always sald thet
Catherine emd Elizabeth that married LeMasters were of a Jefies
generation, This could be, they could have been named for their
Germaen kinfolk, But this Baltimore Matthias was wealthy in his
own rights, not ever having got the German Bonds or gold" end
quote,.

Notet
r ords say Matthlas & Dietrich, Aerman 1s not mentioned
Egu igia rncnrg doss not agree withfpravinuu records, I have

written in red "M, " H "

RJB
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e YEAR 1905

The story of the struggls of the Von Sitlep Helirsa,

. The Von Sitlsr heirs of this country and $350,000,000 now in
the hands of the German Governmsnt and sald to be due them as heirs
of Baron Matthias Von Sitler, who disd in 1775 ( 1745 ) is ons of
much intersst. An sffort was first made to aquirs the fabulous sum
in 1885 and has continusd almost unceasingly until the pressnt time
wﬂ:n heirs say their prospscts of becoming wealthyamare brighter now
thaa ever,

Now that the st e 1s belisved to be drawing to a closs,
the memberas of the Matthias Sister Boclety recently requasted a My,
Wm. J, Siter of Robinson, Illinois, a great, great grandson of
Matthias Sitler who has been most untiring in his efforts to get the
millions for the rightful heirs, to write the story of how and why
the treasurss have nsver fallen to the heirs, and also to writs an
a ccount of what has been done since 1885 to securs the monsy,

at the home of Mrs Ceorgs Hoffmen, 1100 North Stricksp Street. Mr.
Wm, Sitler alsc stated In his letter that he would soon go to Germany
to complets the investigation. Ths atory as told by Mr. Wm, Sitler

Saron Von Sitler wus the owmer of a larges Baronlal sstats
in Bavaria, Germazi, And was engaged also in the manufacturing of
sfhlka, With his already inharited woalth and that made from his
manufacturing 1t was satimated that his fortfines emounted to at least
$50,000,000 { £ifty miliion dollars ) for he was countsd to bs an
sxtremely wealth man, :

The old Baron was a staunch Catholic, but his twoe sons
( Herman and Difetrich ) and one daughter ( Elizabeth ) Sitler be-
cane followers of the great Martin Luthsr and entered the folds of
Protestantism. When the rumors of this came to the Von 8itler Castils
and family and it reachsd the ears of ths testy old Lord, he
immediately called his children to him and scorsd them roughly and
disowned them., The thres then decidesd to lea va the old country
aud to try thelsr fortune in a new world, Ths fathep furnished s
substantial sum and told them to meks the bast use possible of it
as 1t would be the last they would recelvs from him, and they sat
sall on September ths 2nd, 1736 for fmerica. Aftsr they left the
father dictated a most un-usual will, investing his wealth in
German Governmsnt Bonds and 99 year Bonds, when when realized the
noney was %o bs turned over to his children's children,

The voyage wae a8 tedlous es all oceen voyages In that dagu
and the only incident whiech is of interest was tha robbary of par
of the money was Dietrich carrisd, The 1ittle party landed in
Philadelphia with Districh locating in Berks County, Peuna.,, and
Matthias in York, Penn. Matthias purchased 250 acrss of land in ths
vicinlity of York and them building a house and barns began hls 1lifs
in this country as a farmer.

The Lutheran Church in York having a poor comgregadtion
as to funds, he built & echureh and gonated it to 1ts members, He

then purchased thers 8,500 acres of land whelh afterwards gﬁ sold
and lg 1700 (1) mowed tc the Lown of Baltimors, wasghﬁgﬂtlgﬁj
tims consizted of onlr a few houses. Hs bourht e plece of land



and soon transfered it into 2 beautiful Dutch Garden. This
was the pride of his 1ife. And he never sxpected to sell 1%,
put am English Admirer of the Uarden, howewsr dought re-
peatedly 3o Wy Ix and Matthias put what he thought was &
prohibitive price on it, the figure belng $60,000 cash in
English Gold, And 1t was paid without question as the records
of the Court House show under the date of July 29, 1779

Matthias then wrote hils son Benjemin Sitler who was @
Chief Commisary Officer to General George Washington, of the
gale of the Garden and he gtatsd that he was ready and willing
to assist the ceuse of Liberty. This the son divulged to
General Washington, who irmediately came to Baltimors, vnder
heavy escort. He dined with the wealthy German and laft the
same niﬁht with ninkty-thousand dollers ( $90,000 ) loaned
him by Matthias Sisler.

Eater when President, Mr., Washington repaid thes note
1n full piving Matthias 50,000 acres of lsnd located in the
Shenanddah Valley. Virginla, and the German also invested a
la rge amount o money which he put out in 99 ysar lea ses.
TEHB 1aa ses by Court records it is clalmed having now oxX=
P reﬁ, %hia grapartr 1is located on Howard, Lexington, Faysiilie
and Lombard Streets. Mr. Wm. Sitler says that he has made
ssveral visits to the eity of Baltimors in en effort %o
atraighten out thls tengle.

Records of the ramili wore handed down from generation
to generation untlil finally they cdme into the hands of a Mrs.
Mgry S. Sitler who pesided in Baltimors, She died in the
year of o884 at the age of 85 years,Prior to her death now-
aver Mrs A. H. Lyeth, her neles took the papers which were
then stored 1n = bapprell and burned the entirs content¥is.

Mps Sitler, objected tearfully, but Mrs Lygeth thought 1t was
only a whim of hers keeping the cumbersome boxes of old papsers
in the barrell and to get rid of them she burnad the valuable
pecords, Hpd thems papers been retained, it would have besn

a very easy matter it is claimed, for the helrs to have
established thelr claims with the German Governmeni; and to
prove in 1885 thay wers to be the rightful heirs to the
millions held by the Germans.

Tiping of the efforis of the others, Mrs Meary S.2itler
in 1884, this being Just ome year vefore she dled, sald that
she would do what the mele helrs hed always feared to do, and
go to Cermany herself. And she made preparation to viglt
Germany to sstablish the glaim for the heirs. lMrs Sitler wus
comfortably fixed with this worlds goods and mads sVery
preparation for the trip even to packing her trunks and pur-
chasing her tickets, when on the night before that shs was
planning for her departure. shs was taken 111 emd died ssveral
wesks later.

Then the following summer of 1885 the Gasrmen Government
sent an agent to thls country to locate the heirs. He ca me
to this country end stated that the 99 yssr beads were due
in the German Government, who was ready to pay the monay
amounting to the sum of &350uUGG,DDG to the proper persons
and happy te do it %o cleer thelr racords.



i '

The agent remained in Beltimore Town for five months, His
attempts to get the Sitler heirs to agres to a proper division
ware frultless. The rich it ssemed wished to lessen the portions
of' the poorer heirs, but to this settlement the agent would not
segres, stating that the division would be made according to
genealogy od it would not be made, at all. The authorized agent
on his searech for records proving the heirs, found in the old
graveyard at Paca and Lombard streets the grave of one Matthias
Sitler end his wife, " This is the man Iam after " 2 sald.

" Allow me to take these stones to Garmany and the authentleity
of your claims will be sstablished, But factors having a risesn
betwsen the heirs the suggestion was rafuwed, And the agent
returned to his Emperor. -

In 1880 { date dosan't sgres ) when ths old Dunkard Grave-
yard was sold and ths tombstones wers removed, ths tombstones
wers plaesd in coffins, which was buried in Gressmmount Cemstery.
The stonsa wers only inches below the surface of ths ground
in lot "Ensor's plot, This information Mr, Wm. Sitler, Roblunson,
Illinois, claims was gotten from ths kesper of the cemstery in
1893, Rumor has it that simce that time, ons stones has been
stolen.

A sscond agent from Germany later #faissddthis country
and ¢alled upon ths Secretary of the State, but was told to have
Thaeddsus Stephens, who was Congrsssmen from that part of Penn,
near York to inveastigate the merits of the claim, Stephens made
an investigation and offered to secure phe monay for g 2500 in
cash end 15% of the smount agcured as & legeq fes. This preposition
the Pennsylvania heirs /té*tut¥ those of old Baltimors falled to
ralga their part of the mémey for the cash in advance, So this
plan also faliled, About this time several Socletlsa were formed
for bringing the heirs together and winning the German Gold.
Mr, Wm,Sitler, who has worked harder than any ons of the others
of the heirs for success has travslsd all cover the country
writing down elsims and making every affort to bring ths heirs
tﬂgﬂ ther.

In 1903 The Soclety made more determined sfforts in the
matter of subseribed funds to send an agent from this countyy
to carery on an imvestigation In that country. And for this
tas¥y thes Reversnd J,V, George of Penna, was selected and dep-
parted June 2, 1903, He landed in Bsrlin, Germany, safely.

But was almost immediately taksn 111l and spent soms time in a
hospital thers. However, Mr. Wm. Sitler in his story, saya that
after Mr, George recovered he made a trip to Southern Germany
and visited members of the Sitler family at that place, He then
gallsd on the Consul and peturned to the U.S.A.

Tha heirs claimed that his effort made in the latsr part
of ths yser waes un-satisfactory, Since that time the daéiferent
Socisties have attained sttornmsys both in Germany and in this
Country as well, who give legal advias and claim that according
to the reports from Germany and this country, everything points
to & spesdy recovery of the § 350,000,000 due them from the
German Goverbment, if only the heirs could agrese., It is sald

thseras srs abvout 250 heirs in this country among w t ionsa
mist be dsvided, Of these thers ars sbout fifteen in tﬁfsméi Yo




The officers of the Matthias Sitler Socisty of $his City
of Baltimore ares

Henry Mattee 1301 Holmwood Ave, Pres,
Mr Raymond Lyeth 1502 West Baltimors V. Pres.
Mrs Katle Hoffman 1100 N, Stricker Street Seey.
Mrs Mary Richmond 2508 Madison Ave. Treas,

T recelved the following date from Mrs Raymond Wessendorf,
Spsed, Indiana in November, 1957 She has the original pgnciled
ecopy written in 1905. It belonged to her grandfather, J 4,
LeMastsr, who was a decendent of Matthias Sitler, through
Catherine Sitler, who marrisd Jesse LeMaster. Mrs Wessendorf wrote
me quots: " Now it was in 1905, late in the Fall of the year that
my Mother and my grandfathsr both told me many times, that a
Benjamin Sitler from Baltimore, Maryland came to Speed, Indiana
looking for heirs to ths Sitler fortune. Now this fortuns was
strictly " Baltimore " Becauss a Matthias Sitler had dised in
Baltimore and his sstate was never ssttled. Much the sa me as
the old German furtune in Bavaria, Germany. It too never reached
it's rightful heirs. That was left by the old Baron Matthlas Von
Sitler or Matthiass, Sr, My Crandfatier always sald that the
Baltimore Matthiss was the son of Herman who settled in York, Pe/
then in Baltimore, Becsuse the story of the struggle if you notice
never dces even mention Hermans name after they landed ( it says
Districh in Berks County, Pennsylvanis ) ( Matthias in in York,
Pennsylvania. Question arises who did this Beltimore Matthiss then
helong too.? It is said that onlytwo sons and one daughter laft
the o0ld country ( Elizabeth ) my Grandfather always sald thet
Catherine emd Elizabeth that married LeMasters were of a Jefies
generation, This could be, they could have been named for their
Germaen kinfolk, But this Baltimore Matthias was wealthy in his
own rights, not ever having got the German Bonds or gold" end
quote,.

Notet
r ords say Matthlas & Dietrich, Aerman 1s not mentioned
Egu igia rncnrg doss not agree withfpravinuu records, I have

written in red "M, " H "

RJB
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